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Introduction 

Recently I had the occasion to examine a collection of 230 unidentified 
specimens of the family Miridae kindly loaned to me for examination by the 
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historic, Leiden, Netherlands. All these were 
collected in Cyprus. Three specimens belong to the genus Alloeotomus Fieber 
and represent a new species which is described here. Until now the southern¬ 
most limits of the distribution of Alloeotomus were Sicily (Wagner, 1954) in 
the west and Peking (China) (Reuter, 1903) in the east. The discovery of the 
new species from Cyprus has extended this limit further to the south. There 
are now five species in the genus Alloeotomus including the new one. A key 
to facilitate their identification is given in this paper. 

Alloeotomus Fieber 

Alloeotomus Fieber, 1858, Wien. ent. Monatschr., 2: 303. Type-species, Lygaews gothicus 
Fallen, 1807 (by monotypy). 

Alloeotomus doesburgi spec. nov. 

(figs. 1-3) 

Coloration. — Head yellow, shining, with a pair of dark stripes along 
the tylus; eyes reddish; antennae: first segment yellow, second segment 
yellow with testaceous apex, third and fourth segments brown; pronotal 
collar mat and brown; pronotum reddish yellow, callus and lateral and 
posterior margins yellow; scutellum brownish, its posterior end yellowish; 
hemelytra: clavus reddish, corium reddish, with exocorium and anterior part 

1) Permanent address: University of Aegea, Faculty of Agriculture, Izmir, Turkey. 
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yellow, cuneus yellow, with red areas anteriorly and apically, membrane pale, 
veins red; thoracic sterna brownish, abdominal sterna reddish; rostrum: first 
segment reddish, second and third yellow, fourth brown; legs yellow, tibia 
and apex of femora with faint reddish spots. 

Measurements (in mm). — Length, 4.00, width, 1.79 ($), 1.73 (< 3 ); head : 
width, 0.78, vertex, 0.39, length, 0.55; rostrum: length, 1.84; antennal 
segments: I, 0.31, II, 1.00, III, 0.31, IV, 0.28; pronotum: length, 0.73, 
width, 1.44 and 0.71 at base and apex, respectively; hemelytra: length, 2.50, 
width, 0.89 (measurements are for both sexes). 

Structure. — Head wider than long, vertex with a complete carina at the 
base (fig. 1); eyes very large, pubescent, touching pronotal collar; pubescence 
of antennae yellow and each of their hairs longer than the antennal width; 
second antennal segment somewhat expanded at apex; pronotal collar flattened 
and covered with thin, yellow hairs; pronotal margins carinated, pronotum 
punctata, callus impunctate; scutellum finely and shallowly punctate; hemelytra 
punctate; membrane surpassing the abdominal apex; rostrum reaching the 
middle coxae; legs covered with yellow hairs, first tarsal segment equal in 
length to second and third together: angle between tooth and ramus of claw 
obtuse. Male genitalia: right paramere (fig. 2) simple, short and slender 
with an apical spur; left paramere (fig. 3) strong with a well developed 
sensory lobe in apical direction and a slightly bent downward directed central 
process. 

Holotype ?: Cyprus, Mt. Troodos, Kannoures springs, 5500 ft, i.ix. 1964 
(G. A. Mavromoustakis); deposited in the Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke 
Historie, Leiden, Netherlands. 

Paratypes: 1 2 , 1 ( 3 , same data as holotype; x ? deposited in the British 
Museum (Natural History), London, and 1 c? in the University of Aegea, 
Faculty of Agriculture, Izmir, Turkey. 

It is a pleasure to name the new species after Dr. P. H. van Doesburg Jr. 

Alloeotomus doesburgi spec. nov. differs from all other species of 
Alloeotomus by its smaller size (length 4.00 mm as against 5.00 to 7.20 
mm in the other species) and by the much greater development of the 
sensory lobe of the left paramere. 

The species of the genus Alloeotomus can be separated with the help of 
the following key, which is largely based on Reuter’s (1903) and Wagner’s 
(1939, 1954) papers. 


1. Length 5 mm or more.2 

— Length less than 5 mm. doesburgi spec. nov. 

2. Body covered with long hairs. . gothicus (Fallen) 

— Body without hairs or at most with short hairs.3 
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Figs. 1-3. Alloeotomus doesburgi spec. nov. 1, dorsal view of female; 2, right paramere; 3, left paramere. 
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3. Rostrum reaching the hind coxae. chinensis Reutei 

— Rostrum not reaching the hind coxae.4 

4. Vertex o.85(£) or 1.05(9) times diameter of the eye . . . aetneus (Costa) 

— Vertex 0.94(3) or 1.50(9) times diameter of the eye . . germanicus E. Wagner 
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